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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Patrons, 
 
I hope you, your families, and your loved ones are doing well!  
  
First, my apologies for this long letter. When the Governor closed school buildings on 
March 13, 2020, the two main goals were to continue to provide continuity of learning 
and meals to our identified children.  Since the Governor’s announcement on Monday, 
March 23, 2020 regarding the school closure for the remainder of the academic year, 
the goals from Marvj13, 2030 are identical:  (1) Support student learning (2) Feed 
Children.   
 
In a series of discussions with State Superintendent, Dr. Lane, the Virginia Department 
of Education continue to provide guidance and great flexibility in regards to verified 
credits, standard credits, promotion, and grading procedures. Last week, our 
Leadership Team and I have participated in several phone call conferences with the 
State Superintendent, Region 7 Superintendents and our Administrative Leadership 
Team to develop a plan to provide continuing instruction, preparing and delivering 
meals, and making connections with all our students and their families. 
 
DCPS Plan for Continuity of Learning: 
 
Our goals to meet these continuity of learning challenges are:   

A. To provide Learning Modules for the remainder of the year that will enable 

students to demonstrate that they have learned the essential skills 

necessary to be successful for the next academic year.  We believe that on 

March 13, 2020, a significant part of the curriculum had already been taught 

to our students, and that many of our teachers were ready to begin review 

to strengthen skills for the SOL Tests.   

B. This continuity of instruction using Learning Modules will continue to May 
29, 2020 

 
I. Teachers will prepare Learning Modules:  Our goal is to have Learning 

Modules ready for distribution the week of April 6th to be picked up in a drive-thru 

procedure.  



1. Learning Modules for students in Pre K – 8 will focus on Math, English, 
Science, and Social Studies.  Non-core areas must also be considered. The 
focus of the Learning Packets is to strengthen and remediate the essential 
skills for the student’s success in the next course or for the next school year.  

2. Learning Modules may utilize Google Classrooms, paper modules, and/or a 
combination of several methods of instruction.  The learning modules must be 
equitably accessible to all students. 

3. Documentation:  Teachers are documenting the essential skills not taught to 
students in grades PK-11, as of March 13th, 2020.  These identified essential 
skills will be integrated in a summer school program, additional instructional 
blocks, or an adjustment next school year to grade level curricula and pacing.   

4. Both regular education and special education teachers will work with 
students with special needs to assess their progress towards these taught 
skills.  

5. We are working through options to provide our students and our families 
further assistance and support.  Our teachers will be available to set up 
remote office hours so that our students and their families can call them.     
This connection will offer academic, moral support, and assistance to our 
students and their families.   

6. Students are encouraged to turn in their completed 1st round of paper packets 
during the April 6th distribution of Learning Modules.  Paper Packets will be 
placed in bins and containers located outside of the school building.  Teachers 
will pick up the packets at the schools.   

II. Information for  Seniors and Students in Grades 9 – 12 
 

1. 2020 Senior Graduation Ceremony and Prom:  We understand the 
importance of graduation to our seniors and their families.  We are committed 
to scheduling a graduation ceremony.  2020 Prom:  We understand the 
importance of this milestone, and are also committed to scheduling a prom as 
soon as the CDC and Governor provide the directives to schedule these two 
events.   
 

2. The Virginia Department of Education has provided significant flexibility, 
and waivers are already approved and/or waiting to be approved by the Board 
of Education or the General Assembly: 

A. Seniors:  SOL tests, CTE credentials, and other graduation requirements 
have been waived.  All barriers for graduating seniors will be removed.  

B. Standard Credits:  Students in grades 9 – 11 will be able to earn standard 
credits for graduation.  We are exploring options to develop an equitable plan 
to incorporate the missing content areas into the curriculum for all students.  
This may include summer school, additional instructional time, or an 
adjustment next school year to grade level curricula and pacing.   



C. Verified Credits:  Students in Grades 9 -11 will receive a verified credit 
for SOL courses they are currently enrolled in after they have earned the 
related standard credit.  This also includes 8th graders who are taking high 
school credit. 

D. GPA for students will be calculated as of Friday, Mar. 13, 2020.   

III. Grading/Promotion: 
 

1.  If the student is on track to graduate or be promoted to the next grade, the 
student will be promoted. 

2. The child’s grade on Mar. 13, 2020 will be the grade for the 3rd Nine-Weeks. 
3. Your child’s work and completion of the current packet and future Learning 

Modules will only improve your child’s grades.  Although, the school division 
is developing strategies through summer school and additional remediation, 
completing the Learning Modules now will help your child’s progress this 
school year, and will help your child’s progress and success for next year.    
A.  Please help your child retain the essential skills already taught by 

completing the Learning Modules packet or by participating in Google 
Classrooms or other strategies provided by our staff.  

B.  Please help your child complete each Learning Module/packets 
distributed on Mar. 18, 2020 and return them next week when the new 
Learning Modules are available for picked up.  

C. Please pick up your child’s Learning Modules next week, and encourage 
your child to work and complete the Learning Modules.  Completion of 
these activities will only benefit your child.   

D. When your child completes and turns in their Learning Modules, your chld 
child will receive extra credit points for effort to help their grade for the 4th 
Nine Weeks and with end of the year grades.     
 

IV. Meal Delivery Plan:  

Our goal at this time is to continue to provide meals to our students until the 
end of school on May 29th. This continuation is dependent on the following 
variables:  (1) Suppliers continue to supply food demand; (2) Continuation of 
the current work force; (3) Our facilities remain open.   
For the week of March 30th, meal delivery will continue as it has.  Beginning 
the week of April 6th, the meal delivering plan may undergo changes. We will 
keep you informed of possible changes. 

 
My sincere gratitude to each of you for all you are doing to help your child.  We know 
that you are doing your best, and so please try not to stress.  We are committed to 
providing your children additional supports and assistance.  We are all in this together, 
and together we will work through it.  We will overcome this challenging time together. 
 
  My prayers for your health and the health of your families and loved ones, 

Haydee L. Robinson, Division Superintendent 



 
 

 
 

 
 


